
1 All but three of these depositions are the subject of pending motions for
protective orders.

1

BEFORE THE FLORIDA JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

INQUIRY CONCERNING A JUDGE, NO. 01-244 Case No. SC01-2670
(Judge Charles W. Cope)

/

SPECIAL COUNSEL'S EMERGENCY MOTION

FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER REGARDING ANY FURTHER DEPOSITIONS

The Special Counsel hereby moves on an emergency basis for a protective order

prohibiting any further depositions not already noticed and states:

1. One jointly requested continuance having already been granted, this case is set

for final hearing on June 24, 2002.

2. At present the parties have collectively set twelve depositions between now and

June 24, 2002.
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3. Judge Cope has additionally inquired regarding scheduling numbers thirteen

and fourteen, depositions of Joseph Beatty, assistant special counsel, and a person named

Cindy Mitchell with the Carmel, California Police Department.

4. Mr. Beatty is a prosecuting attorneys in this case.  Any relevant questions that

could be asked of him would be subject to the attorney-client privilege and the trial

preparation protections.

5. The Special Counsel is unaware of any relevant information possessed by
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Cindy Mitchell.

6. On the theory that discovery must come to an end and in recognition of the

substantial amount of time required to prepare for the trial, no more depositions should be

permitted absent good cause shown.

WHEREFORE, the Special Counsel hereby moves for a protective order prohibiting

any further depositions not already noticed and specifically prohibiting the depositions of

Joseph Beatty and Cindy Mitchell.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been furnished
by facsimile and regular U.S. mail to: Robert W. Merkle, Jr., Esq., Co-Counsel for
Respondent, 5510 W. La Salle Street, #300, Tampa, Florida 33607-1713; Judge James R.
Jorgenson, Chair of the Judicial Qualifications Commission Hearing Panel, 3rd District Court
of Appeal, 2001 S.W. 117th Ave., Miami, Florida 33175-1716; John Beranek, Esq., Counsel
to the Hearing Panel of the Judicial Qualifications Commission, P.O. Box 391, Tallahassee,
Florida 32301; Brooke S. Kennerly, Executive Director of the Florida Judicial Qualifications
Commission, 1110 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32303; Thomas C. MacDonald,
Jr., Esq., General Counsel to the Investigative Panel of the Judicial Qualifications
Commission, 100 North Tampa Street, Suite 2100, Tampa, Florida 33602 this 12th day of
June, 2002.

By:
John S. Mills, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0107719
Special Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
Foley & Lardner
200 Laura Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32201-0240
(904) 359-2000 Telephone


